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The Oakland Hills experienced a major fire event on average every 20 +  years between 1923 
and 1991. This year is the 26th anniversary of the Oakland Fire Storm of 1991. The fire of 1923 
consumed 130 acres and 584 homes in the Panoramic Way neighborhood of Oakland and 
Berkeley. In 1946 1000 acres were burned in the vicinity of Buckingham Drive and Norfolk Road 
(Grizzly Peak Open Space). In 1970 another 37 homes were lost in that fire event at Buckingham 
Drive and Norfolk Road. The 1991 Firestorm began in this same area.  

History of Wildland Fires in the Oakland Hills 



Past Fires in the Oakland Hills

1923: 130 acres,    584 homes 1960: 1,200 acres, 2 homes

1931: 1,800 acres, 5 homes 1961: 400 acres

1933: 1,000 acres, 5 homes 1968: 150 acres

1937: 700 acres 1970: 204 acres, 37 homes

1940: 30 acres 1980: 2 acres, 5 homes

1946: 1,000 acres 1990: 200 acres

1955: 10 acres

1991: 1,700 acres, 3,000 homes









The Oakland Hills designated High Fire Severity Zone
10,590 acres = 21% of the City’s geographic area with over 21,000 homes. 



• There are approximately 21,100 residential inspections to 
be completed by the Firefighters at Fire Stations located 
within the designated High Fire Severity Zone.

• We need the public’s help to be in compliance the first 
time a property is inspected. 

• Help our Oakland Firefighters and make your property 
safe from Wildfire so they can help keep your 
neighborhoods safe!

• RAINFALL THIS WINTER WILL RESULT IN TALLER 
GRASS AND WEEDS and GREATER RISK OF WILDFIRE 
THIS FIRE SEASON



• Properties must pass inspection the first time

• 30 days after 1st round inspections begin, Firefighters will 
return to properties that were not compliant on the first 
inspection.   If your property did not pass on the first 
inspection, the homeowner will incur a RE-INSPECTION 
FEE



• If no violations of the Fire Code were observed, 
then the property PASSED inspection

• Violations observed will be checked and the 
Non-Compliant box checked as well. 

• The diagram box is used to indicate the 
approximate location of violations observed by 
placing the violation number in the appropriate 
area. 

• Comments box may provide more information; 
example: “prune back pine tree from roof by 
rear bedroom”. 
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Fuel Reduction Zone
Maintain a minimum 30 foot fuel reduction 
zone around all buildings and/or structures. 

Additional distance may be required based on ground fuels 
present, size and the slope of the property. 50 or 100 feet options.

Defensible Space or Fuels Reduction does not mean cutting down 
all shrubs and trees, or creating a bare ring of earth around the 
property.

Fuel reduction means reducing grass, shrubs, ornamental plants, 
ivy, and other overgrown vegetation in a way that makes it 
difficult for fire to transfer from the ground to a structure or 
nearby trees. Our intent is to slow the spread of an exterior fire.

Grasses and ground covers should not exceed 6 inches in height.

Tree branches should be pruned away from the building & roof and 
not overhang the horizontal roof line within 10 feet. Limb trees up 
at least 6 feet or ¼ the height of the tree.  



Trees require pruning away from the roof. Weeds should be cut and 
removed.   



Fuel ladders from ground to shrubs to trees to house 



Check the side and rear yards for debris and overgrown vegetation



“PASSED” Inspection! This is compliance done properly.



Fuel reduction zones work! Defensible space = home still standing



50 or 100 Foot Fuel Reduction Zones
Increase fuel reduction zones when homes are located on large parcels greater 

than ½ acre or when situated on steep slopes. A mere 30 feet may not be 
sufficient to prevent the spread of fire.    

This home before 100 foot fuel reduction measures were required by the foot fuel reduction measures
FIREFIGHTER inspection.



After 100 foot fuel reduction was s ENFORCED

50 or 100 Foot Fuel Reduction Zones



Roadside Clearance
Fires begin where human activity is present. Enforcing roadside 

clearances may prevent a fire event. 

Old Redwood Road Fire e –– discarded cigarette ignition at guard rail l –– E21



Keep a 10-foot minimum clearance next to the roadside; ; more may be Keep a 10
required 
Low-hanging tree limbs should be cleared so that larger private and 
emergency vehicles can travel through without overhead obstruction

Roadside Clearance

These residential parcels extend to the road below



FAIL PASS



Roadside Clearance

A good roadside clearance above e PASS



Chimneys and Stovepipe Outlets
Remove all portions of trees which extend within 10 feet of 

the outlet of a chimney and or stovepipe outlets.

When tree branches are pushing 
the stovepipe sideways….. 

ushing 
.. FAIL



Tree Crowns
Maintain 10 foot of horizontal clearance for all trees from any structure

The goal is to have a minimum of 10 feet of open air space between the The goal is to have a minimum of 10 feet of t of open air space bettween thhe 
roof and the tree branches. No tree canopy should contact the roof. 

FAILING BADLY



Tree Crowns: Example of No Clearance
Maintain 10 foot of horizontal clearance for all trees from any structure

The goal is to have a minimum of 10 feet of open air space between the The goal is to have a minimum of 10 feet of t of open air space bettween thhe 
roof and the tree branches. No tree canopy should contact the roof. 



Tree Crowns: Example of Proper 
Clearance

Maintain 10 foot of horizontal clearance for all trees from any structure

The goal is to have a minimum of 10 feet of open air space between the The goal is to have a minimum of 10 feet of t of open air space bettween thhe 
roof and the tree branches. No tree canopy should contact the roof. 



Roof tops free of Leaves, Needles, or other Dead or Dying 
Vegetation and Broken Branches 

The roof should not have a “carpet” of pine needles or leaves which could ignite a carpet  of pine nne needles o
from an ember or spark



Maintain Trees adjacent to or overhanging any structure. Keep free of fallen 
and or broken branches or dead & dying branches or debris

Underside of tree is full of Underside of tree
dead branches



Remove all tree limbs within six feet of the ground or ¼ the Remove all tree limbs within six feet of the grounnd oor ¼ the 
height of the tree to provide a fuel break between ground e to provide a fuel break 

fuels and tree crowns



PASS

Example of proper tree maintenance – ¼ height of tree or 6 feet ground 
clearance



Remove all dead and dying vegetation from the 
property

FAIL FAIL



PASS

Remove all dead and dying vegetation from the property



Street Address
Provide street address numbers that 
are clearly visible from the roadside.

FAIL

PASS



What do you see?









Report Hazards to the Fire Prevention Bureau Vegetation Management Unit for 
follow up and inspection

Report Abandoned Vehicles or those Report Abandoned Vehicles or those 
that obstruct access & hydrants to that obstruct access & hydrants to

Oakland Parking Enforcement

(510)238-3099




